The First Address Delivered by Hazrat Mirza Tahir 
Ahmad - Khalifatul Masih IV after Being Elected to the 
August Office of Khalifatul Masih, On 10°" June 1982 


Friends should keep quiet and listen attentively. Jazzakumullah. 


You have often heard a story of the exemplary obedience taught by the Holy Prophet. Once a 
companion of the Holy Prophet was on his way to participate in the Friday Prayers. He heard 
a voice saying ‘Sit down’. Instantly, he sat down in the street and started hopping like a bird 
on both feet in a sitting position. Another companion saw him moving in this way and asked 
in astonishment as to why was he adopting that posture. He replied there was nothing wrong 
in it but that ‘I heard a voice calling 'sit down'. That was the voice of the Holy Prophet 
demanding us to sit down. He replied ‘But that was what was required of people inside the 
mosque.’ The man said ‘I did not hear any word other than to sit down, so I sat down where I 


> 


was . 


I can assure you that there is no salvation except in accepting the authority of the Holy 
Prophet if we have to win the hearts of the people and conquer the world. Not the slightest 
particle is outside the orbit of his authority. Hence all the principles he has taught his 
followers and practised in his life shall continue to prevail. Whosoever succeeds the Holy 
Prophet, and for that matter in the present age, the Promised Messiah's successors who bow 
in all humility before the Holy Prophet, send invocation on him and occupy the exalted rank 
of the Caliphate are entitled to receive the same kind of treatment. His Holiness' teaching is 
constant and permanent. It shall hold its sway for ever. You will have to deal with me in the 
way he has taught you irrespective of the Caliph being unworthy or unfit. 


The Holy Prophet has even said that it is your duty to obey whenever an Emir is appointed 
over you. The Companions asked: What if he is unworthy and unacceptable religiously? The 
Holy Prophet replied ‘Obey him even if he be such!’ The companions again asked: O Holy 
Prophet, what if he be devoid of all good? He replied 'Follow him even if he be such! Obey 
even if his head be as small as a date and he be a negro slave.’ 


Now through the grace of God and the favours of the Holy Prophet, and in accordance with 
his teachings, I have been assigned a position. I know more than any other person that I am 
not capable of the job, but Allah alone knows what role I am destined to play for the future. 
But so long as Allah keeps me installed in this position, you can profit from it only if you 
discharge your responsibilities imposed on you by the Holy Prophet. And I can be acceptable 
to Allah only as long as I discharge my responsibilities to you as required by the Holy 
Prophet. 


Now we shall have the pledge of allegiance and then pray when you will particularly bear in 
mind these two things: You discharge your duties with heart and soul to the station of the 
Caliphate with Allah's help, and I shall be imploring Allah's help in all earnestness and 
humility that He out of His mercy will enable me to discharge my duties to you and myself. 


Let us now enter the Baiyat. I desire that the three sons of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I (Allah 
be pleased with him) should come forward and place their hands on mine, and all of you join 
in this Baiyat. 


Friends should sit down, and remember Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III (Allah be pleased with 
him) particularly in their prayers. He treated us very cordially and affectionately and 
overlooked our faults most generously. He devoted his life to the affairs of the Community 
with perfect loyalty. He was overburdened, so much burden was loaded on him, that 
whenever I saw him absorbed in his work, I wondered how it was all possible for a man 
permanently suffering from ill health and advanced age, to cope with his task. Sometimes he 
sat up as late as two or three o'clock in the morning to go through his mail and reply to the 
letters he received. In the days of crisis he prayed consistently for several nights, without 
having a wink of sleep, imploring Allah's succour. As much as I knew him I found him most 
sympathetic, a great benefactor; his heart ached at a follower’s misfortune. It is the right of 
the departed soul that out of loyalty and devotion to him we should always remember him in 
our prayers. We should also pray for the preceding Caliphs and their master (the Promised 
Messiah) and the matchless, and the highest of all, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of 
God be on him) and keep on invoking blessings on him. 


Allah has helped the Community in all crises so far. He has always kept His promise that He 
would change every fear into tranquillity, would strengthen faith and keep us adhered to 
unity, overlooking the shortcomings of the Caliphs. We pray that the most loyal of all loyal 
Lords does the same to us, overlook our faults and deal with us in the same way, extend to us 
His mercy, forgiveness, and assist us with His support and succour as he has been doing 
before. Amen. 


Pray particularly for these things, supplicate to avoid trials and that the diseased hearts be 
cleansed. If a single soul, a single life be lost, my heart will ache and a Caliph's heart is the 
heart of the entire Community, without the least difference. Let us bear hardships before we 
suffer hardships, and pray to him saying ‘O God, save all our brothers. Let not a single one 
sever us. If any of us becomes injured, place a healing balm on his injuries so that expressing 
regret and absolute repentance, he re-joins the Movement. Amen. 


May Allah enable us to offer these prayers and be our guide and helper for ever. Amen. Let 
us now pray together. 


We shall offer the Asr prayer right here. Let brothers stand in straight lines and presently 
after prayers comply with instructions just given. 


Brothers should remain seated. Those outside the veranda should also sit down. Workers 
and those other Ahmadi brothers intervening between me and those brothers who obstruct 
their sight so that they cannot see, they should also sit down. Of course those standing 
behind the pillars may keep standing. I simply want to say that Jnshallah we shall say the 
funeral prayers for Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III (May Allah be pleased with him) in the 
Bahishti Maqbarah. Brothers shall leave here for the graveyard, and form proper rows. You 
have already exhibited an excellent example of discipline and organization as taught by 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih III. Discipline is a hallmark of the Community and one of the 
miracles of the Promised Messiah. You should continue maintaining discipline and while 
there, instead of indulging in talk, resort to prayers for the departing, kind considerate and 


loving, soul. Pray for him and keep standing in rows quietly. Funeral prayers will be said at 
5 p.m., Inshallah. 


Furthermore, I want to tell you that the turban I am wearing has very kindly been presented to 
me by Mirza Luqman Ahmad. This is the one which Hazrat Khalifatul Masih HI wrapped 
with his own hand for the last time and wore. May Allah enable me to discharge my 
obligations to this turban, Amen. Assalamo Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah. 
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